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Vegan Clubs
Years 7 to 12

Animal hero awards

Overview

The ‘animal hero awards’ is an inspiring activity that recognises and celebrates students, community
members, or organisations that have taken meaningful action to protect animals. This activity not
only highlights the efforts of individuals but also motivates others to get involved in animal advocacy.
The awards can be tailored to honour a variety of contributions, from direct rescues to raising
awareness about animal rights.

How to organise the ‘Animal Hero Awards’

1. Decide on the categories for the awards to include a range of contributions.
« Examples of categories:
e "Outstanding Student Advocate" for students raising awareness about animal issues.
e "Amazing Rescuer" for individuals who have helped save or care for animals.

e "Community Changemaker" for groups or clubs that have made a positive impact on
animals.

e "Creative Advocate" for those who use art, writing, or social media to promote animal
rights.

e "Environmental Hero" for individuals or groups working to protect habitats and wildlife.

2. Invite nominations to involve the school or community.
e Encourage students, teachers, or community members to nominate individuals or groups.
e Provide a simple nomination form that includes:
e The nominee’s name.

e Adescription of their actions for animals.

() info@veganaustralia.org.au

veganaustralia.org.au




vegan

AUSTRALIA

Love life, live vegan.

e Why they deserve to be recognised.

¢ Include self-nominations to ensure no one misses out on the opportunity.

3. Highlight inspiring actions to educate and motivate others.

Share examples of the types of actions that deserve recognition:
e A student organising a fundraiser for an animal sanctuary.
e Ateacher advocating for vegan options in the school canteen.

¢ Alocal group planting trees to restore wildlife habitats.

4. Plan an awards ceremony to celebrate the heroes.

Host a formal or informal ceremony where the winners are announced and celebrated.
Include a short presentation of each nominee’s achievements to inspire the audience.
Options for ceremony styles:

e A school assembly or classroom event.

¢ An online event for broader participation.

e A casual outdoor gathering combined with an activity, like a wildlife walk or vegan
picnic.

5. Provide meaningful awards to recognise their efforts.

Examples of awards:
o Certificates of recognition or personalised plaques.
e Eco-friendly gifts, like reusable water bottles or vegan treats.

e Feature winners on a “Wall of Heroes” or in the school newsletter.

6. Share their stories widely to inspire more action.

Use the school website, newsletters, or social media to highlight the winners and their
contributions.

Include quotes or testimonials from the winners about what motivates them to take action.
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7. Encourage ongoing involvement in animal advocacy.
e Use the awards as a platform to inspire future initiatives:
e Start a student-led animal rights club.
e Create a mentorship program where award winners guide others in advocacy.

¢ Plan follow-up events, such as workshops or campaigns, to maintain momentum.

Additional ideas for the animal hero awards

8. Include fun and engaging elements to make the event memorabile.

« Incorporate performances, such as songs or skits about animal protection, during the
ceremony.

« Host a vegan bake sale or raffle to raise funds for a local rescue organisation.

9. Invite guest speakers to inspire attendees.

« Feature local animal activists, rescue workers, or sanctuary founders as guest speakers to
share their experiences.

10. Tie the awards to broader animal protection themes.

e Link the event to global or national animal protection days, such as World Animal Day or
World Wildlife Day, to connect local actions to a larger movement.

Outcomes

« Recognition and encouragement: Honouring individuals motivates them to continue their
efforts and inspires others to take action.

o« Community building: The awards foster a sense of community among those passionate
about animals.

« Awareness and education: Sharing the achievements of the nominees raises awareness
about animal issues and the positive impact of advocacy.

o Long-term advocacy: The event serves as a starting point for ongoing initiatives and
involvement in animal protection.
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