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Vegan Education in Schools
Vegan Clubs
Years 7 to 12

‘Animal Rescue News’ meetings

Overview

‘Animal Rescue News’ meetings offer a platform for students to stay informed about current events
related to animal rescues, rights wins and cases of injustice. By sharing news stories and discussing
their implications, these meetings encourage critical thinking, empathy and engagement with
ongoing animal advocacy issues. The discussions can inspire students to take action, celebrate
victories and brainstorm ways to address challenges facing animals.

How to organise ‘Animal Rescue News’ meetings

1. Schedule regular meetings to create consistency and engagement.
« Decide on a frequency that works for your group, such as weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly.
o Set aregular day and time to ensure consistent participation.

« Choose a comfortable meeting space, such as a classroom, library, or virtual platform, if
remote.

2. Assign roles to make meetings collaborative.

o Encourage students to take on roles to keep
the meetings dynamic and inclusive:

a) News gatherer: Researches and
shares recent animal-related news
stories.

b) Discussion leader: Guides the group
through meaningful conversations.

c) Action coordinator: Suggests ways to
tiirn diceiiccinneg intn advneacv or
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3. Curate a mix of news topics to provide balance.
« Include a variety of stories to keep discussions engaging:

a) Rescue success stories: Highlight animals saved from the animal agriculture
industry, neglect, or dangerous situations.

b) Rights wins: Share victories, such as new laws banning animal testing or ending fur
farming.

c) Cases of injustice: Discuss ongoing challenges, such as illegal poaching or unethical
farming practices.

d) Innovative solutions: Introduce advancements in animal protection, like alternatives
to animal testing or habitat restoration projects.

4. Use credible sources to ensure accuracy.
« Provide students with reliable sources for finding animal-related news:
a) Websites of organisations like Animals Australia, RSPCA, or WWF.
b) News outlets with dedicated sections on environment and wildlife.

c) Social media accounts of sanctuaries, rescue groups, or activists.

5. Create a structured format for the meetings.
« Follow a consistent agenda to keep the meetings organised and impactful:
a) Welcome and updates: Briefly share any group news or upcoming events.
b) News presentation: Allow the News Gatherer to present 2—-3 stories.

c) Group discussion: Open the floor for students to share their thoughts and ask
questions.

d) Action planning: Brainstorm ways to respond to the news, such as writing letters,
organising fundraisers, or sharing awareness campaigns.

e) Reflection and closing: Recap key takeaways and preview the next meeting’s focus.
6. Encourage respectful and inclusive discussions.
« Establish ground rules to ensure everyone feels comfortable sharing their views:

a) Listen actively and avoid interrupting others.
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b) Respect differing opinions and focus on constructive dialogue.

« Encourage quieter participants to contribute by asking open-ended questions.

7. Use multimedia to enhance the meetings.
e Incorporate visuals and videos to make the news stories more engaging:
a) Show clips of rescues or interviews with activists.
b) Display photos of animals featured in the stories to personalise the discussion.

e Share infographics or statistics to provide additional context.

8. Celebrate victories and brainstorm solutions for challenges.
« Dedicate time to celebrating positive news stories to inspire hope and motivation:
e "What can we learn from this success story and how can we replicate it?"
o For cases of injustice, encourage problem-solving and action planning:

e "What steps can we take to raise awareness or support organisations addressing this
issue?"

9. Share outcomes from the meetings with the school or community.
o Use the group’s discussions as a basis for broader outreach:
a) Publish summaries of the news stories and discussions in the school newsletter.
b) Create social media posts to amplify key messages or calls to action.

c) Organise a presentation or display about the group’s findings during school events.

10. Reflect on the impact of the meetings.
o Gather feedback from participants to assess the effectiveness of the meetings:
a) "What types of stories or topics resonate most with you?"
b) "How can we make the meetings more engaging or impactful?"

c) "What actions have these discussions inspired you to take?"
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Use feedback to refine the format or introduce new elements to future meetings.

Outcomes
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Awareness and education: Students stay informed about animal rights issues and rescue
efforts around the world.

Empathy and connection: Discussing stories about animals fosters a deeper emotional
connection to their plight.

Critical thinking and advocacy: Participants analyse challenges and brainstorm practical
ways to make a difference.

Community engagement: Sharing insights from the meetings raises awareness within the
school and local community.

Inspiration to act: Highlighting victories and injustices motivates students to take meaningful
steps to support animals.




