
Supporting students who opt out of animal-based activities

Schools are increasingly encountering students who wish to opt out of activities 
involving animals due to ethical beliefs. These may include dissection, excursions to 
animal facilities or classroom-based animal programs.

Responding respectfully and constructively supports both student wellbeing and 
inclusive education.

Understanding the request:

Students may object to:

 Animal dissection or use of animal specimens

 Visits to zoos, aquariums or wildlife parks

 Classroom activities involving live animals (e.g. hatching programs)

These objections are typically grounded in ethical beliefs about the treatment and 
use of animals.

Best practice response:

 Acknowledge the student’s concern respectfully

 Avoid dismissing or minimising their perspective

 Provide a meaningful alternative activity

 Ensure the student is not academically disadvantaged

Alternative learning options:

Many effective alternatives are available, including:

 Virtual dissection software and simulations

 Anatomical models and diagrams

 Research-based assignments

 Documentary analysis

 Project-based learning tasks

These alternatives often meet or exceed the same learning outcomes.

Educational value:

Providing alternatives:

 Encourages critical thinking and ethical reflection

 Supports student autonomy and engagement

 Aligns with inclusive education principles



 Reflects evolving educational practices

Creating a supportive environment:

A respectful response sends a clear message that diverse perspectives are valued in
the classroom.

Students who feel heard are more likely to remain engaged, participate positively 
and contribute meaningfully to discussions.

Closing note:

Supporting students in aligning their education with their ethical beliefs is not a 
barrier to learning; it is an opportunity to strengthen it.


