Student rights: learning without using animals

You have the right to feel safe, respected and comfortable in your learning
environment.

If an activity involves the use or harm of animals, you do not have to take part.

What this includes:

» Animal dissection

* Classroom animal hatching programs

» Experiments involving animals

» Excursions to places where animals are kept in captivity

* Any activity that involves the use, harm, or confinement of animals

Your rights:

* You can say no to participating in these activities

* You can ask for an alternative task

* You can still complete your learning without using or harming animals
* Your beliefs and values deserve respect

What you can say:
“I'm not comfortable participating in this activity, as this conflicts with my ethical
beliefs. I'd like to do an alternative task instead.”

You are not alone:
Many students feel unsure about these activities. Speaking up can feel difficult—but
it's okay to ask.

What happens next:

* Your teacher can provide another task

* You will still meet the same learning outcomes

* You will not be penalised for doing an alternative task

If you need support:

« Talk to your teacher

» Speak with a parent or guardian

» Ask to speak with a school coordinator or principal

Remember:
Learning should never come at the cost of a life.

Ask. Speak up. Their life matters.

Their life matters.



