
Teacher guide: Alternatives to animal-based classroom activities

Supporting students who do not participate in animal-based activities due to their 
ethical beliefs is an opportunity to provide inclusive, ethical and modern education.

Students can meet all curriculum outcomes without the use of animals.

Alternatives to dissection:
• 3D virtual dissection software and apps
• Interactive anatomy platforms (digital simulations)
• Detailed anatomical models
• Videos demonstrating internal systems
• Research-based assignments on anatomy and physiology

Alternatives to classroom hatching programs:
• Study of animal life cycles through multimedia resources
• Observation of wildlife in natural environments (non-invasive)
• Virtual farm or sanctuary tours
• Projects on animal development and behaviour
• Guest speakers from animal sanctuaries or rescue organisations

Alternatives to zoo / aquarium excursions:
• Documentary-based learning with guided questions
• Virtual tours of wildlife habitats
• Case studies on conservation and ecosystems
• Local nature walks focusing on wild, free-living animals
• Guest presentations from conservationists or wildlife carers

Alternatives to live animal use in classrooms:
• Observation of animals in their natural habitats (videos or field study)
• Ethical discussions on human-animal relationships
• Student-led research projects
• Creative assessments (presentations, posters, reports)

Key benefits of alternatives:
• Inclusive of diverse student values and beliefs
• Avoids distress for sensitive students
• Aligns with modern ethical standards
• Encourages critical thinking and empathy
• Often more engaging and accessible

Important note:
Providing alternatives does not lower academic standards.
Students can achieve the same learning outcomes through different methods.

Supporting students who act in accordance with their ethical beliefs:
When a student opts out, a simple response is enough:

“Thank you for letting me know. We’ll organise an alternative task for you.”



This creates a respectful and supportive classroom environment.

Education should evolve:
Teaching methods can adapt while maintaining strong learning outcomes.

Ask. Support. Educate differently.

Their life matters.


